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The Mount Saint Scholastlca Convent bulldlng, whlch 1s‘situéte&
. in the south part of Atchison on the campus of Mount Saint’ Scholas-'
tica College,. is a four-story u-shaped structure. " The. north w1ng o
of the building is the chapel, while the rest of the building’ house$
the convent facilities. The exterior walls are of red face brlck
1aid in common running bond. Native limestone trim is “used to -
" accent windows, doors, and other important features. The bulldlng
sits on a massive rough stone foundation, which is partlally ‘
~ exposed above grade. A cut stone water table with a beVQled face !
. links the stone base to the brick wails.' ‘ R
. The steep pitched gable roof is covered with shinglesg;;paxgg
- dominant dormers project from the gable roof, giving it a rhythmic
odulatlon° A square brick tower located at the 1ntersectlon of:
the two convent wings rises severai stoxles “above the roof line,
_"The tower has.a steeply sloped hip roof with an ornament at. the
< peak and emall dormers projecting from each side of the tower.’ L
- . roof. Sguare minarets are located at the four cornexs of the towex
'"_at each end of the roof gables and on each side- of -the dormers.
‘ Windows on the first floor are simple rectangular openlngs
‘with cut stone sills and shallow arched heads of brick.- Wlndows;m..
_on the second and third stories are coupled vertlcally by a: recessed
‘brick spandrel. cecond £loor windows are rectangles with stone 51115"
while third floor windows have semicircular arched heads wmth decor‘
~ative brick arches coupled in horlzontal pairs.. This’ “detail’ glVéS‘
a strong vertlcai accent to the bulldlng facade} ‘The* fourth floor
~is contalned behind the gable roof and is separated Erom the brlck
portion by an ornamental cornice featuring a dentil treatment: -

Thig same cornice design is used. around the. roof gables and dorme

 Windows for the fourth floor are in the dormers. and .the gable.
f three with semlc;:cular_

" ends. Dormer windows are in groups © _
arched heads., Windows in th@ gable endg are s;mple'rectanqleSg

Lnseparat@d 1nd1v1dually by, brick pzlastexs. e
' The chapel wing is one story with a gable- roof.- Its‘WLndows

. are slender, vertical openings with semicircular heads,: Flylngﬂ %
.buttresses are used around the apse of the chapel. These buttress

. are of brick trimmed with stone and termlnated by ' -

.. .spire rises from the roof above the apse. - .

: Except for the addition to the west at the southw st corne;

. and the adjacent construction of new bulldlngs, the exterlo  

aint Scholastlca Ccnvent haS'b' n dltere

appearance “of. Mount 8

very ‘little. -
The bulldlng, hlch is Ln good conéltlon, 15 basi

'” :a1ssance in ée51gn wzth some Gothlc evzdences 1n the buttresse

'and tower.‘yf




bRt

FERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriats) . . ' : B -
[ Pre-Columbian | -~ {7) 16th Century ‘ [ 8th Century ‘ {71 20tk Century

[j 15th Century ‘ T D 171h Century 5{] 19th Century
SPECIFiC DATELS) (If Applicable and Known) : 1901
AREAS OF SIGN!FtCANCE {Check One or More as Apprapriate) : . ) _ o )
Abor iginal {7} Education [ Political . {3 Urban Planning
{1 Prehistoric T} Engineering .. " [] Religion/Phi.- -~ [0 Other (Specify)
] Historic, - T 7 Industey L tosophy ! . A . _
3 Agricu|ﬁ1m ~ . [ leventien . . L () Seienee Lo T ety
{& Architecture ' [[] Landscape ] Seuipture
0l An Architecture [} Secial/Human-
[} Commarce [0} Literoture _ itarion
{1} Communicaotions ] Military . [ Theater
[J Conservation {7 Music . {7} Trenspertation

STAlT EMEMNT QOF SIGN!FlCANClE
The Mount Saint Scholastica Convent, located on the campus
of Mount Saint Scholastica College in Atchison, was completed in
1901 at a cost of $65 000." The convent had been established in
Atchison in 1863 by Rev. Mother Evangelista Kremeter and six other
Sisters of the Benedictine Crder. The Sisters orgaﬂlzed an elemern-
tary school on December 1y 1863, and this became an academy for ..
. girls in 1866. In 1877 ‘the- stters acqu1reé Price villa at the
south end. of the city for use as. a convent and academy and renamed
it st Cscxlla = Other bulldlngs were. Qlanned and constructed .
on the campus ‘as the convent ‘and academy pxospered.‘ Plannlng
for & new convent bulldlng began in 1889, but construction was
delayed untll 1899.5 The large brick "and stone bulldsng, which
was completed ‘two yéars later, Housed thé: convent ‘@nd"a chapel.
Prior to the constriittich ‘of thHeé administration building in 1924,
Mount Salnt Scholagtica Convent was the largest and the maln
4bu11d1ng on’ the campus. e Ty ‘ o N
_ Both the school and theé convent contlnued to grow. ~Junior
college courses were added in 1926 and a’ four~year college pro—
S gram in 1930 The convent: communlty ‘had grown from seven in 1863
. to more than 600 by “the' mld 1950 s. By the 1950's the convent
was supplylng teachers for 80 schools in Kansas, Mlssoux;, Iowa, o
Nebraska, Colorado, and California. E
Besides its important contributions to educatlon in the atchi- -
son area, the Mount Saint Scholastlca Convent building has slgnl— p
ficant architectural.interest, . It:is a fine Kansas example of .1
~a large. educatlonal bulldlng executed in Renalssance—lnfluenced R
Varchltecture enhanced by Gothlc touches in the buttresses and towers. L
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As the designated State Lialson Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
80-665); | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certily that it has heen

1 hereby certify that this propertv is inciuded in the

National Register,

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures setl

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
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